
Federal Funding for the 
Port Authority of Stafford County





What is a Port Authority and why are you 
putting one where there is no water?

“

Kansas Statute: “Port means water-port facility, airport facility, terminal facility, land 
transportation facility, railroad facility, or industrial use facility
Purpose:  
• “To promote, stimulate, and develop the general welfare, economic development and 

prosperity of the state of Kansas by fostering the growth of intrastate and interstate 
commerce within the state.”

• To encourage and assist in the location of new business and industry in this state and the 
expansion, relocation, or retention of existing business and industry when so doing will 
help maintain existing levels of commerce within the state or increase the movement of 
commodities, goods, and products produced, manufactured or grown within or without 
the state through existing ports within the state”

• ”To promote the economic stability of the state by maintaining and providing 
employment opportunities, thus promoting the general welfare of the citizens of the 
state.” 



Is an instrument of government that has authority 
to own land, finance activities, and apply for grants

• What it can do:

• “Purchase, acquire, construct, reconstruct, improve, equip, furnish, maintain, repair, enlarge, remodel, own, sell, lease 
and operate docks, wharves, warehouses, piers, and other water-port facilities, airport facilities, terminal facilities, land 
transportation facilities, railroad facilities, or industrial-use facilities, consistent with the purpose of the port authority 
which is hereby declared to be for public purpose.”

• “Borrow money from private financial institutions, any agency of the State of Kansas or the United States of America or 
private person or entity approved by the port authority, and to issue therefore such notes or other evidence of 
indebtedness as may be required to mortgage, pledge, or otherwise encumber the assets of the authority as security 
therefore, or issue bonds”

• “Apply for, receive, and participate in any grants from the state of Kansas or from the United States of America”

• “purchase, acquire, own, furnish, improve, repair, enlarge, remodel, construct, reconstruct, equip, hold, sell, lease, or 
operate real or personal property for the authorized purposes of the port authority, which exercise of such authority is 
hereby declared to be for a public purpose.”

• “Establish, operate and maintain foreign trade zones”





View of Port Authority boundary looking south 




BNSF Railway

Port Authority Boundary
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Milestones

2014 – Concurrent Resolution from Kansas Legislature 
passed to create the Port Authority of Stafford County

2018 – Feasibility study conducted by Kansas State 
University College of Agriculture to quantify the 
opportunity

2020 – SPARK grant provided for legal work and 
preliminary engineering

2022 – BASE grant awarded and land purchase 
completed     
      
      

2022-2025 Worked to secure federal funding for 
construction 







• 2020  SPARK       $150,000   Engineering and legal

• 2022  BASE       $2,500,000  Construction of Loop

• 2022  BASE (Appropriations)    $2,500,000  Construction of Loop

• 2022/23 USDOT CRISI – Competitive    $5,366,000   not successful 

• 2023  HHS / EcoDevo Loan pass through $800,000   loan 

• 2024  RAISE – Competitive     $25,000,000  not awarded but designated 
               Project of Merit

• 2024  Congressional Directed– CRISI  $5,366,000  Construction of loop

• 2025  RAISE –  Project of Merit selected $25,000,000  Phase II of construction

• 2025  Build Kansas      $5,000,000  Phase II

• 2025 -  December 31, 2025 – January 31, 2026     completion of Phase I
•                NEPA and Phase II Pre-Award work 

2026  Construction of Phase II 
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