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Introduction

The Kansas Infrastructure Hub Technical Assistance Guide serves as a comprehensive resource
for local governments across Kansas seeking to identify technical assistance support for the
advancement of critical infrastructure projects. Developed by the Kansas Infrastructure Hub,
this guide consolidates federal, state, and regional technical assistance services into a single,
accessible reference tool designed to support project readiness and successful funding
outcomes.

Kansas communities have access to a variety of free technical assistance services in support
of infrastructure projects and municipal capacity building across key sectors including
transportation, water systems, broadband, energy, cybersecurity, and community resilience.
However, navigating the complex landscape of technical assistance resources, eligibility
requirements, and alignment with community needs can be overwhelming, particularly for
smaller communities with limited administrative capacity.

We know that there are additional resources for communities to leverage, in addition to those
provided by the Kansas Infrastructure Hub, that may target a specific region or sector. This guide
organizes technical assistance resources by infrastructure sector and service type, providing
essential details on target audience with a brief description of services and contact information.
Each program entry includes direct links to current technical assistance services available,
enabling local governments to quickly identify subject matter experts and relevant opportunities
for engagement. The Technical Assistance Guide supports local governments in several critical
ways:

Strategic Project Planning - Understand available technical assistance resources early in
the planning process to build capacity, advance project readiness and prepare for funding
opportunities and applications.

Enhanced Project Readiness - Access guidance on ways to build capacity, receive grant writing
and application support to strengthen project readiness and competitive positioning.

Efficient Support Identification - Quickly locate relevant resources through sector-based
organization and description of service summaries.

Leverage State Resources - Connect with Kansas-specific programs, including the Build Kansas
Fund and Grant Assistance Program, plus technical assistance available through the Hub.

This guide will be updated regularly to reflect newly identified technical assistance resources.
By centralizing this information, the Kansas Infrastructure Hub aims to help communities spend
less time navigating bureaucratic complexity and more time building the infrastructure that
strengthens Kansas for future generations.



About the Kansas Infrastructure Hub

The Kansas Infrastructure Hub (Hub) represents Kansas's coordinated, strategic approach to maximizing
infrastructure investment opportunities across the state. Formed in 2022 in response to the historic
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA), the Hub serves as a vital resource center connecting Kansas
communities with the funding, partnerships, and expertise needed to strengthen our state's infrastructure
foundation.

The Hub brings together representatives from multiple state agencies under a unified Steering
Committee, with each member representing critical subsectors of infrastructure and providing cross-
functional leadership:

- Broadband:
» Kansas Departments of Commerce
+ Water:
» Kansas Department of Agriculture
» Kansas Department of Health and Environment
» Kansas Water Office
Transportation:

L]

» Kansas Department of Transportation

» Kansas Corporation Commission
Resilience:

» Kansas Department of Emergency Management
Cybersecurity:

L]

» Office of Information Technology Services

This multi-agency approach ensures comprehensive expertise across all infrastructure sectors while
fostering collaborative decision-making that spans traditional agency boundaries.

What We Offer

Technical Assistance: The Hub provides technical assistance to entities applying for IIJA grants, including
grants capacity development, research support, and application coaching. Our goal is to help Kansas
communities navigate complex federal funding processes with confidence and success, while providing
tools to build capacity at the local level across the State.

Collaboration: We actively facilitate partnerships between public and private sectors, as well as federal
and local agencies, creating collaborative opportunities that strengthen infrastructure projects across
Kansas.

Grant Tracking and Support: The Hub promotes IlJA grant opportunities, monitors funding allocation,
and serves as the central clearinghouse for infrastructure financing information.



The Hub has dedicated technical assistance resources allocated for each region in Kansas. Your Technical
Assistance Provider is available for grant research, project development, grant program eligibility
determinations, understanding scoring criteria, application support, and navigating complex federal and

state grant requirements.

Northwest Kansas Region
Shannon Praete
spraete@wittobriens.com

North Central Kansas Region
Kailee Wolterstorff
kwolterstorff@wittobriens.com

Flint Hills Kansas Region
Laura Leite
lleite@wittobriens.com

NoEDD/RPC
Kenda Fanzo
kfanzo@wittobriens.com

Anna Valdez

Hub Project Manager
avaldez@wittobriens.com

Mid-America and MO-KAN Kansas Regions
Megan Butler
mbutler@wittobriens.com

Southeast Kansas Region
Jennifer Bumgarner
joumgarner@wittobriens.com

South Central Kansas Region
Leah Russell
[russell@wittobriens.com

Great Plains Kansas Region and Tribal
Governments

Phyllis Wahahrockah-Tasi
pwahahrockahtasi@wittobriens.com

Jennifer Colton
Technical Assistance Lead
jcolton@wittobriens.com
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Hub Grant Opportunities

The Hub administers two key funding programs designed to maximize Kansas communities’ success in
securing federal infrastructure investments:

Build Kansas Fund (BKF)

The Build Kansas Fund represents Kansas's $150 million commitment to accelerating local infrastructure
investment through state matching dollars for lIJA-funded federal grants. The fund enables Kansas
communities to move forward with infrastructure projects, including improvements to water,
transportation, energy, cybersecurity, resilience, and broadband. Operating on a rolling application
basis, the program caps individual project requests at $20 million and seeks to invest at least $10 million
in each Economic Development District to ensure equitable statewide distribution.

Eligible Applicants:

+ The applying entity must be eligible for AND pursuing a viable [IJA funding opportunity.
+ The llJA funding opportunity must have a non-federal match requirement.
« The primary project zip code must be in Kansas.

For More Information:

https:/www.kshub.gov/build-kansas-fund/build-kansas-fund-overview/submit-a-build-kansas-fund-application

Grant Assistance Program (GAP)

The Grant Assistance Program addresses the critical impediment of limited internal capacity for grant
management by providing funding to local agencies, including Tribal governments, for professional
grant application writing and administration services. The program operates through a reimbursement
model where eligible applicants contract directly with grant professionals using their approved
procurement processes and receive direct state reimbursement upon approval. GAP covers both the
grant application writing process and post-award grant administration, with approval decisions made at
the discretion of the Hub and Hub Steering Committee.

Eligible Applicants:

+ A county government with a county population* less than 50,000.
« A city government with city population* less than 10,000.

« Afederally recognized Tribal government located in the State of Kansas.

*As defined by the latest Kansas Certified Population Data from the Kansas Secretary of State’s Office.

Non-profit organizations and for-profit entities are not eligible as prime recipients. Requests from a
local government or Tribe that include partnerships with non-profit organizations or for-profit entities
are subject to review and approval. For regional or collaborative projects where more than one entity is
involved, only one application should be submitted from a lead applicant.

For More Information:

https://www.kshub.gov/resources/grant-assistance-program
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State Agency

Kansas Department of Commerce - Office of
Broadband Development (KOBD)

Brief Description of Services: The Kansas Office of
Broadband Development (KOBD), housed within the
Kansas Department of Commerce, leads statewide efforts
to ensure all Kansans have access to affordable, reliable
high-speed internet. Established in 2020, the office plans,
coordinates, and invests in broadband infrastructure,
digital equity, and adoption initiatives. KOBD manages
both state and federal funding programs, engages with
local governments, internet service providers, community
organizations, and administers compliance, mapping, and
reporting to close the digital divide across Kansas.

KOBD Services include:

» Administering broadband infrastructure grant
programs, including the Broadband Acceleration
Grant (BAG) and Capital Projects Fund (CPF)
Overseeing large-scale federal broadband initiatives,
including Broadband Equity, Access, and Deployment
(BEAD) planning and investments

Supporting digital adoption and equity efforts
through programs like DOCK (Digital Opportunities
to Connect Kansans) and ADOPT (Advancing Digital
Opportunities to Promote Technology)

Funding middle-mile and network backbone projects
through LINC (Lasting Infrastructure and Network
Connectivity)

Coordinating broadband mapping, needs
assessments, and public comment processes to
identify unserved and underserved communities
Engaging stakeholders - including local governments,
ISPs, schools, libraries, and nonprofits - to expand
broadband access and digital skills statewide
Providing oversight, compliance, and technical
assistance for federally and state-funded broadband
projects

DUBCPEOIG

Target Audience: Kansas residents, businesses, schools,
healthcare providers, local governments, community
organizations, and internet service providers (ISPs)

Region: Statewide
Website: Office of Broadband Development

Organizations

Kansas Connect & Learn (via Kansas E-Rate / KSDE)

Brief Description of Services: Kansas Connect &

Learn is a statewide initiative launched by the Kansas
State Board of Education in 2016 in partnership with the
EducationSuperHighway nonprofit organization, the
Kansas Department of Administration, and the Governor's
office. Its purpose is to upgrade broadband connectivity
in every K-12 school district across Kansas, ensuring
access to scalable, cost-effective network infrastructure
and higher bandwidth to support digital learning.

The initiative is connected to the E-rate program and
provides technical assistance to school districts through
procurement tools, guidance, comparisons, and support
to help districts maximize their broadband investments.

Kansas Connect & Learn Services include:

» Helping school districts compare broadband deals
and bandwidth purchases (via the “Compare &
Connect K-12" tool).

Offering resources and guidance such as
procurement best practices, RFP templates, and
negotiation tips through EducationSuperHighway's
toolkits.

Technical Assistance Guide | 7
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 Providing professional development and technical
assistance to districts for upgrading their network
infrastructure.

« Facilitating adoption of E-rate funding windows and
helping districts understand how to leverage E-rate in
their broadband planning.

Target Audience: Kansas public school districts (K-12),
school IT leaders, district administrators, and educational
technology planners

Region: Statewide (Kansas)

Website: https://e-rateks.ksde.gov/ksconnect.aspx

Federal Agency

USDA Rural Development - Broadband Technical
Assistance (BTA)

Brief Description of Services: The BTA program
supports technical assistance, training, and capacity
building that enable rural communities and organizations
to plan, prepare, and position themselves for broadband
infrastructure investments.

Focus - Predevelopment, planning, and coordination —
not construction.

Eligible Activities / Services Supported

Project Planning & Feasibility

 Feasibility studies, preliminary engineering, or network
design
» Environmental and permitting analysis

Community & Stakeholder Engagement

» Broadband needs assessments and digital inclusion
planning
Local coordination and outreach

Financial & Operational Support

e Business modeling, financial sustainability, and grant
readiness

Training and staff development

Data & Mapping

» Broadband coverage mapping, data collection, and
reporting
» Market or demographic analysis

Program Development & Delivery
 Technical assistance workshops and peer learning
sessions
« Development of policies or best-practice toolkits

Target Audience: Tribal entities and tribal organizations,
State and local governments, Nonprofit organizations
(501(c)(3)), Cooperatives, corporations, and LLCs,
Institutions of higher education.
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All projects must benefit rural areas as defined by USDA.

Website: Broadband Technical Assistance | Rural
Development

Technical Assistance Guide | 8
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State Agency

Kansas EBIT / Office of Information Technology
Services (OITS)

Brief Description of Services: The Kansas State Office
of Information Technology, known as EBIT (Executive
Branch Information Technology) or OITS, provides
enterprise-level IT infrastructure, support, and services
for state government. Its Technology Services division
ensures that state agencies have secure, dependable,
and cost-efficient access to core systems, networks, and
communication tools. The mission is to deliver “anywhere,
anytime access to secure Kansas digital government
resources.” OITS is responsible for managing and
maintaining the backbone systems, data centers, network,
collaboration tools, and voice/data services that underpin
state operations.

Key service areas include:

o Infrastructure Services, Professional Services, and
Information Security Office (KISO)

End User Services: user account/ security
management, device support, remote access, file
share permissions, license management, etc.
Desktop as a Service (DTaaS): leasing desktops,
laptops, tablets, and associated services (asset
tagging, imaging, warranty, etc.) for executive branch
agencies

Centralized service desk: incident handling, service
requests, escalation, user help, 24/7 support

An OITS / service catalog of technology offerings for
agencies within Kansas state government

Kansas Information Technology Office (KITO) -
division within OITS that provides IT project oversight,
governance, and consulting. KITO manages the KARS
system for project approval and reporting, ensures

compliance with ITEC standards, and administers the
state’s Project Management Training Program.

Target Audience: Primarily Kansas executive branch
agencies, their internal staff, and other government
entities in Kansas that require IT and digital infrastructure
support.

Region: State of Kansas

Contact Information: Jeff Maxon Chief Information
Technology Officer, EBITSM@ks.gov, (785) 296-3463

Website: Kansas State Office of Information Technology

Services EBIT |Home

Kansas Information Security Office (KISO)

Brief Description of Services: The Kansas Information
Security Office (KISO) is the central cybersecurity
authority for Kansas state government. Established
under the Kansas Cybersecurity Act, KISO is housed
within the Office of Information Technology Services
(OITS) but operates as a separate state agency for
budget and reporting purposes. The office is led by the
Executive Chief Information Security Officer (CISO) and
provides enterprise-wide information security services,
risk management, and policy oversight to protect state
systems, networks, and data. KISO also leads statewide
cybersecurity preparedness efforts and administers
federal cybersecurity funding for state and local entities.

KISO Services include:

e Managing enterprise security operations including
firewalls, intrusion detection and prevention systems,
vulnerability scanning, and continuous monitoring.

» Conducting risk assessments, compliance reviews,

Technical Assistance Guide | 9
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and security audits for state executive branch agencies.

» Developing and enforcing statewide information
security policies, standards, and incident response
procedures.

 Providing consulting services and technical support to
agencies for secure system design, disaster recovery,
and business continuity planning.

« Delivering training and awareness programs to
strengthen cybersecurity culture across state
government.

» Coordinating the Cybersecurity Collaboration and
Preparedness (CSCP) program, which supports
statewide resilience through planning, exercises, and
administration of the State and Local Cybersecurity
Grant Program (SLCGP).

« Offering Information Security Officer (ISO) services to
agencies lacking in-house security resources.

Target Audience: Kansas executive branch agencies,
boards, and commissions; local governments and other
partners through cybersecurity preparedness and grant
initiatives

Region: Statewide

Website: https://www.ebit.ks.gov/divisions/information-
security-office-kiso

Organizations

NWK Innovation Center — Cybersecurity Program

Brief Description of Services: The NWK Innovation
Center offers a Cybersecurity Pathway program to train
individuals in cybersecurity skills and prepare them for
careers in the field. It is a workforce development initiative,
particularly focused on Northwest Kansas, and provides
educational credentials, hands-on experience, and
professional support.

Cybersecurity Program Services include:

o Aself-paced training track (typically 10-12 months)
that starts with the Google Cybersecurity Professional
Certificate (offered via scholarship)

» Optional CompTIA Security+ exam as an additional
certification

e Accessto EnterpriseKC's TalentSphere platform, which
includes an Assessment Tool to identify aptitude and
a Talent Exchange to connect participants with job
opportunities

» Use of a Cyber Range (Heartland Cyber Range) for
simulation and real-world practice in defending against
cyber threats

» Ongoing job search support and guidance throughout
and after the program

« Qualification upon completion for roles such as
Cybersecurity Analyst, Security Operations Center
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(SOC) Analyst, Information Security Analyst, and other
entry/mid-level cybersecurity positions

Target Audience: Individuals in Northwest Kansas seeking
to enter or advance in cybersecurity careers (including
students, career changers, or those looking to upskill)

Region: Northwest Kansas / regional (but open to
participants in the NWK Innovation Center’s service area)

Website: Cybersecurity - Innovation Center

Kansas Manufacturing Solutions (KMS)

Brief Description of Services: Kansas Manufacturing
Solutions is a nonprofit consulting organization and the
state’s designated Manufacturing Extension Partnership
(MEP) center, affiliated with NIST. KMS works with small
and medium-sized manufacturers across Kansas, helping
them improve performance, competitiveness, and growth
by offering tailored solutions and connecting them to
resources. It advocates for the manufacturing sector in
Kansas, maintains partnerships with public and private
entities, and delivers value-driven results for its clients.

KMS Services / Programs include:

» Consulting in People, Process, and Operations
domains—helping manufacturers optimize workflows,
workforce, quality, compliance, and more

 Implementation support for continuous improvement
methodologies, including Lean and Six Sigma

» Workforce development and training (supervisor
development, technical skills, retention strategies)

» Quality systems and compliance support (ISO, safety,
audited systems)

» Business optimization services: strategic planning, risk
management, innovation, supply chain, IT, automation,
grants, financial and marketing support

o Cybersecurity and IT consulting through the
CyberShield program

¢ Maintaining the CONNEX™ Kansas platform
in partnership with the Kansas Department of
Commerce—an online supply chain and manufacturing
directory to strengthen local supplier connections

Target Audience: Small and medium sized manufacturers
across Kansas; manufacturing leaders, operations and
plant managers, and firms seeking consulting, efficiency,
competitiveness, or cyber readiness

Region: Statewide (Kansas)

Website: https://www.wearekms.com/about-kansas-
manufacturing-solutions

Technical Assistance Guide | 10
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Federal Agency

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure Security Agency
(CISA) - Region 7

Brief Description of Services: The Cybersecurity and
Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) is the nation’s lead
federal agency for protecting against cyber and physical
infrastructure threats. Region 7 is one of CISA's ten regions,
covering lowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska. The
regional office provides localized support to strengthen
cybersecurity, protect critical infrastructure, and enhance
emergency preparedness and response. Region 7
collaborates with federal, state, local, tribal, and territorial
governments, as well as the private sector, to help
communities build resilience against evolving threats.

CISA Region 7 Services include:

» Coordinating cybersecurity services, threat information
sharing, and technical assistance with public and private
partners

e Supporting risk assessments and resilience planning
for critical infrastructure sectors such as energy, water,
transportation, and healthcare

» Providing incident response coordination during
cyberattacks, natural disasters, or other emergencies
affecting critical systems

 Delivering training, exercises, and workshops to improve
preparedness and security practices across sectors

 Assisting organizations with implementation of federal
cybersecurity initiatives and best practices

 Partnering with state and local governments on
protective security and cyber defense programs

« Serving as a regional hub for federal resources to
support infrastructure protection and cybersecurity
readiness

Target Audience: State, local, tribal, and territorial
governments; critical infrastructure owners and operators;
private sector organizations; and community stakeholders
in lowa, Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska

Region: Federal Region 7 (lowa, Kansas, Missouri,
Nebraska)

Contact Information: CISARegion7@cisa.dhs.gov

Website: https://www.cisa.gov/about/regions/region-7
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Higher Education

Cybersecurity Collaboration & Preparedness (CSCP)

Brief Description of Services: CSCP is a division under the
Kansas Information Security Office (KISO) within the Office of
Information Technology Services. It serves as the statewide
coordination arm for cybersecurity resilience, planning, and
collaboration. CSCP helps ensure Kansas is prepared for
cyber threats, supports cross-jurisdiction coordination, and
administers key cybersecurity grant programs.

CSCP Services include:

 Assisting agencies and entities with technology and
cyber resiliency planning

« Facilitating and delivering tabletop exercises and
training to test readiness and scenario response

« Serving as the State Administrative Authority for the federal
State & Local Cybersecurity Grant Program (SLCGP)

 Planning and promoting statewide collaboration among
public, private, and critical infrastructure stakeholders

« Participating in the State Emergency Operations Center
under Emergency Support Function (ESF) #2 for cyber/
technology incidents

» Coordinating statewide responses to emergencies
affecting information systems and infrastructure

» Offering resources, knowledge transfer, and support to
agencies and organizations seeking cyber services

Target Audience: Kansas state agencies, local
governments, critical infrastructure operators, educational
institutions, and other public/private entities involved in
cybersecurity resilience

Region: Statewide (Kansas)

Contact Information: Eric Tolbert, Business Continuity and
Disaster Recovery Analyst, Eric.Tolbert@ks.gov

Website: https:/www.ebit.ks.gov/divisions/
cybercollaboration

Kansas State University, Division of Information
Technology (K-State IT)

Brief Description of Services: Provides cybersecurity
awareness training, promotes individual accountability for
cybersecurity, offers resources on cybercrime (e.g. phishing,
malware), and supports IT security education for the
campus community.

Target Audience: All students, faculty, staff, and state
agencies affiliated with K-State (or required by mandate)
Region: Statewide

Contact Information: 785-532-7722

Website: https:/www.k-state.edu/it/cybersecurity/
cybersecurity-awareness/
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State Agency

Kansas Corporation Commission (KCC)

Brief Description of Services: KCC serves the people of
Kansas by regulating the state’s energy infrastructure, oil
and gas production, and commercial trucking to ensure
public safety and reliable services. Governed by three
commissioners appointed by the Governor, the KCC
oversees five divisions - Administration, Conservation,
Utilities, Transportation, and Energy - that collectively
manage utility regulation, pipeline and motor carrier safety,
oil and gas conservation, and energy efficiency programs.
The Commission also administers state and federal energy
grants and provides consumer protection and public
education on energy-related issues.

KCC Services include:

= Regulating utility rates for electricity, natural gas,
pipelines, and telecommunications

Enforcing oil and gas conservation regulations and
protecting environmental resources

Overseeing motor carrier safety through licensing,
inspections, and compliance programs

Promoting energy efficiency, conservation, and
alternative energy resources

Administering state and federal energy grant programs,
including grid resilience and home energy rebates

Providing consumer protection, public information, and
complaint resolution related to regulated industries

Coordinating fiscal, legal, IT, and administrative support
for regulatory operations

Target Audience: Kansas residents, businesses, utility
providers, motor carriers, energy producers, and local
governments

Region: Statewide

Contact Information: kcc.public.affairs@ks.gov, 785-271-
31M

Website: https:/www.kcc.ks.gov/

Organizations

The Climate + Energy Project

Brief Description of Services: \We specialize in community
and civic engagement, visioning, and strategic planning.
Services include developing engagement strategies,
meeting planning and facilitation, and community-led
program design. CEP works with groups of community
members to engage with local and state government,
develop strategic plans, assess funding opportunities,
write grants, and establish organizational structures. We
also provide landscape analyses for communities and
groups at the beginning of their work or facing roadblocks,
equipping them with the data and foundation needed to
move forward.

The Climate + Energy Project works statewide to advance
clean energy, energy efficiency, and climate resilience. Their
technical assistance includes:

Home Energy Support: Help connecting low-income
households to weatherization and utility assistance
programs (pilot program in Wyandotte and Sedgwick
counties).

» Clean Energy Guidance: Outreach and education
on wind, solar, and energy efficiency for individuals,
businesses, and communities.

Policy & Local Government Support: Assistance

to local leaders on renewable energy and resilience
planning; input on state energy policy and regulatory
decisions.

Community Resilience: Support for climate-related
health, agriculture, and infrastructure planning—
especially in underserved communities.

Leadership Development: Training, networking, and civic
engagement programs to build local clean-energy leaders

Target Audience: Anyone

Region: Statewide; currently working in Wichita, Kansas
City, Pratt, and with Tribal Communities
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Contact Information: Dorothy Barnett, Executive Director,| -~ U.S. Department of Energy’s Onsite Energy Technical
Barnett@climateandenergy.org, 785-424-0444 Assistance Partnerships (TAPs) | | |

Website: www.climateandenergy.org

Brief Description of Services: The Onsite Energy TAPs are
a network of regionally organized, DOE-sponsored technical ’

Fed era I Ag en Cy assistance programs under the Industrial Technologies

/ Onsite Energy initiative. TAPs provide cost-free, expert
U.S. Department of Energy’s Industrial Technologies guidance to industrial facilities and other large energy

Office (ITO) users to evaluate, design, and implement onsite energy _ﬂ
generation, storage, and efficiency solutions. Their goal is to

Brief Description of Services: The U.S. Department of accelerate adoption of clean energy technologies, improve || ‘

Energy's Industrial Technologies Office (ITO) provides resilience, and reduce operating costs.

no-cost technical assistance and supports workforce

developmentto help industrial facilities improve energy « Screening facilities for opportunities to adopt onsite
and resource efficiency. The program is aimed at reducing energy technologies (e.g. combined heat & power

energy and water costs, promoting adoption of advanced battery storage, solar, thermal systems).
technologies, and building a skilled energy workforce for

TAP Services include:

« Providing technical support from project design

the future. through installations, including operations and
Services include: maintenance planning.

« Onsite energy technical assistance: site screening, * Engaging end users, utilities, and other stakeholders to
project design support, and guidance on integrating reduce economic, regulatory, and market barriers.
advanced onsite generation and storage technologies. | ¢ Educating and advising on technology integration,

« Energy management programs: training, tools, and economics, and system sizing.
certification support to help organizations build  Developing regional resources, fact sheets, and best
internal capability for continuous energy optimization. practices to guide deployment.

 Better Plants program: connecting industrial partners ¢ Hosting outreach, workshops, and events to connect
with national lab expertise, peer learning, and facilities with TAP services and resources.

resources to achieve energy savings goals.

¢ Industrial Technology Validation (ITV) pilots:
facilitating testing and evaluation of emerging energy
technologies in real industrial settings.

Target Audience: Industrial manufacturers, large energy
users (e.g. campuses, hospitals, data centers), facility
managers, energy project developers

» Water technical assistance: helping facilities reduce Region: Central Region (lowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska)
water use tied to energy systems and improve Contact Information: Cliff Haefke, Director of Central
operational efficiency. Region, 312-355-3476, chaefk1@uic.edu

»  Workforce training and upskilling: developing . o )
programs to prepare existing and new workers for Website: https:/betterbuildingssolutioncenter.energy.

energy-efficient industrial jobs. gov/onsite-energy/taps

Target Audience: Industrial manufacturers, facility
managers, energy project developers, technology
providers, and workforce development stakeholders
across manufacturing and industrial sectors

Region: National (United States) National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) -
Website: https:/www.energy.gov/eere/iedo/technical- Technical Assistance Program
assistance-and-workforce-development

U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), Office of Energy
Efficiency & Renewable Energy (EERE)

Brief Description - The National Renewable Energy
Laboratory (NREL) is the U.S. Department of Energy’s
primary national lab dedicated to renewable energy,
energy efficiency, and systems integration.

NREL bridges science, policy, and practice—helping state,
local, and Tribal governments design and implement clean
energy, resilience, and decarbonization strategies.

NRELs TA programs provide objective, science-based
supportto help communities:
 Evaluate renewable and resilience options
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« Develop clean energy strategies and implementation
plans

¢ Build technical capacity and connect to DOE resources

Focus - Analysis, planning, and implementation support—
not infrastructure construction.

Target Audience: State governments (energy offices,
regulators, planners), Local governments (municipalities,
counties, public works departments), Tribal nations,
Community-based organizations, cooperatives, and non-
profits working in energy transition or resilience.

Priority is often given to rural, remote, and underserved
communities seeking to build clean energy capacity

Website: Technical Assistance Opportunities | State, Local,

and Tribal Governments | NREL

Higher Education

Kansas Energy Program (KEP)

Brief Description of Services: The Kansas Energy
Program provides energy-focused education, technical
assistance, and grant support to small businesses,
agricultural producers, K-12 educators, governmental
entities, and residents across Kansas. It helps improve
energy efficiency and promote renewable energy projects
through assessments, education, and program support.

KEP Services include:

 Conducting no-cost energy assessments for small
businesses, agricultural producers, non-profits, and
governmental facilities.

» Assisting eligible entities with applications for federal
energy grants, especially the USDA Rural Energy for
America Program (REAP).

» Energy education programs and support for K-12
educators, including curricula, equipment libraries, the
K-12 Energy Benchmarking Project, and the KidWind
Challenge.

» Supporting the Facility Conservation Improvement
Program (FCIP), enabling energy efficiency
improvements in public/governmental buildings by
using cost savings to pay for upgrades.

¢ Developing educational materials, workshops, and
public outreach to promote energy conservation and
efficiency.

 Providing technical review and guidance for energy or
renewable technology projects.

Target Audience: Kansas small businesses, agricultural
producers, K-12 schools/educators, governmental entities,
non-profits, and residents interested in energy efficiency or
renewable energy

Region: Statewide (Kansas)

Website: Kansas Energy Program

Wichita State University — USDA REAP Technical
Assistance Center

Brief Description of Services: The Technical Assistance
Center, housed in Wichita State University’s School of
Engineering, provides no-cost support and energy

analysis services to rural small businesses and agricultural
producers in Kansas. Its goal is to help clients access
funding through the USDA's Rural Energy for America
Program (REAP) by providing guidance, technical
assessments, and application assistance. t

Services include:

= Explaining USDA REAP benéfits, eligibility criteria, and
funding structure

» Conducting energy assessments and technical analyses
to identify improvements and cost savings

» Producing technical reports with energy and financial
projections to support grant/loan applications

» Assisting with preparation and submission of REAP
grant or loan applications

» Coordination with USDA to address compliance or
application challenges

Target Audience: Rural small businesses and agricultural
producers in Kansas seeking to invest in energy efficiency,
renewable energy, or sustainability upgrades

Region: Statewide (Kansas)

Contact Information: usda@wichita.edu

Website: https://www.wichita.edu/academics/
engineering/SEAL/USDA.php

K-State Engineering Extension

Brief Description of Services: Engineering Extension is
the outreach arm of Kansas State University's Carl R. Ice
College of Engineering. It delivers technical assistance,
training, and outreach across Kansas and beyond, focusing
especially on energy, environmental compliance, pollution
prevention, and radon programs. It operates in the land-
grant mission tradition, applying university expertise to
public service.

Services include:

» Technical assistance and consulting in areas such as
energy efficiency, renewable energy, and sustainable
engineering practices.

= Education and training programs, workshops,
and outreach for public, private, and community
stakeholders.

» Environmental and pollution prevention services,
including evaluation of industrial or commercial
operations for waste reduction and regulatory
compliance.

» Radon training, awareness, and testing supportin
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homes and public buildings.

» Serving as a host for the Kansas Energy Program (KEP),
which provides grant guidance, energy assessments,
and educational programming.

Target Audience: Kansas businesses, governmental
and nonprofit organizations, schools, agricultural entities,
homeowners, extension networks, and communities
needing engineering or energy support

Region: Statewide (Kansas)

Contact Information: engineeringext@k-state.edu

JENE

Website: https:/engext.k-state.edu/
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State Agency

Kansas Division of Emergency Management
(KDEM)

Brief Description of Services: KDEM supports the State
of Kansas by building sustainable capabilities across

all phases of emergency management: mitigation,
preparedness, response, and recovery. Operating under
the Adjutant General's Department, KDEM provides
guidance to counties, coordinates disaster response
efforts, administers recovery programs, and strengthens
community resilience.

KDEM Services include:
» Guidance and approval of county Emergency

Operations Plans
Coordination of disaster response and recovery
through the State Emergency Operations Center
(SEOC)
Training and exercises for emergency management
and response personnel
Administration of the Emergency Management
Performance Grant (EMPG) Program
Planning and mitigation assistance with local, state,
federal, and private partners
Statewide communications support and
interoperability planning
Crisis City training complex for disaster and
emergency response simulation
Kansas Incident Support Program providing incident
management and field assistance
Public outreach and preparedness resources (e.g.,
KSReady)
Ongoing collaboration between state and local
governments to strengthen emergency management
systems

S0 UDI|ISOY

Target Audience: Counties, cities, emergency
management agencies, first responders, state agencies,
nonprofit partners, and community organizations

Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Stephanie Goodman, State
Hazard Mitigation Officer, Stephanie.Goodman@
KS.GQV, 785-646-2306

Website: https://www.kansastag.gov/101/KDEM

Kansas Forest Service (KFS)

Brief Description of Services: KFS is dedicated

to sustaining and enhancing natural resources and
communities through forestry and wildland fire
management. Housed within K-State Research and
Extension, KFS provides conservation, fire management,
community forestry, and forest health programs to rural
landowners, communities, fire districts, industries, and
citizens across Kansas. With district offices statewide, KFS
delivers technical expertise, cost-share assistance, wildfire
prevention and suppression support, and education to
protect and enhance Kansas' forests and woodlands.

KFS Services include:

» Conservation Tree and Shrub Planting Program,
including greenhouse and bare-root seedlings for
landowners.

»  Wildland fire management, suppression assistance,
prescribed fire planning, and training for rural fire
districts.
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» Community forestry support, including Tree City USA
recognition, Growth Awards, and Arbor Day programs.

 Rural and private forestry assistance, technical services,
and NRCS Farm Bill program support.

 Forest health monitoring, pest and invasive species
management, and biodiversity protection.

» Marketing and utilization programs to support Kansas
forest product industries.

« Conservation education and outreach for landowners,
schools, and communities.

» Kansas Forest Action Plan - addressing wildfire risk,
forest loss, water quality, biodiversity, and economic
sustainability.

Federal Agency
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS)

Brief Description of Services: DHS resilience efforts
involve coordinating with multiple levels of government
(federal, state, local, tribal, territorial), the private sector,
nonprofit organizations, and individuals to enhance our
national ability to withstand, adapt to, and recover from a
variety of threats. These include terrorism, cyber attacks,
pandemics, natural disasters, and other major disruptions.
Key DHS programs under resilience include:

» Regional Resiliency Assessment Program (assessing

’

Target Audience: Rural landowners, local govts.,
communities, fire districts, educators, forest product
industries, youth, and conservation partners

Region: Statewide
Contact Information: kfs@ks.gov

Website: https://www.kansasforests.org/

Organizations

Indigenous Climate Resilience Network (ICRN)

Brief Description of Services - ICRN offers multiple
technical assistance programs focused on climate resilience
and environmental justice for Indigenous communities.
Services include:

» Training and assistance for navigating federal grant
application systems, writing grant proposals, managing
grant funding (via the Environmental Justice Thriving
Communities Technical Assistance Centers).

» Capacity-building support for communities, NGOs,
tribal, state, and local agencies disproportionately
impacted by environmental and health issues,
facilitating greater participation in governmental
decision-making, regulatory processes, using data, etc.

» Community-engagement and remote sensing /
geospatial training specific to Indigenous lands (e.g. via
NASA's Indigenous Peoples Initiative).

Target Audience:

 Indigenous communities and Indigenous organizations

* NGOs, tribal, state, and local agencies involved
in environmental health, climate resilience, or
environmental justice work in Indigenous contexts

e Communities disproportionately impacted by
environmental or health issues who need assistance
with grants, regulatory processes, data, mapping etc.

Region: Statewide

Point of Contact - shiftingseasons@menominee.edu

Website: https:/www.icrn.us/technical-assistance

\"
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critical infrastructure resilience)

Infrastructure Development & Recovery efforts to help
plan, design, and implement resilient infrastructure
solutions

Programs through the Science & Technology
Directorate to provide technical innovation, tools, and
expertise to strengthen critical infrastructure and cyber
resilience

Efforts to ensure continuity of government / operations,
enable rapid recovery after disasters, and support
resilience planning at community and health levels

SRVEEN

Target Audience:

Federal, state, local, tribal, and territorial government
entities responsible for infrastructure, emergency
preparedness, and continuity planning

Critical infrastructure owners and operators (private
sector entities)

Nonprofits and community organizations engaged
in resilience, preparedness, public health, disaster
recovery, infrastructure protection

The general public/ citizens (for preparedness,
awareness, continuity)Region

Nationwide (United States) — all states, territories; DHS
resilience efforts operate across all U.S. jurisdictions.

Point of Contact - DisasterAssistance.gov
Website: https:/www.dhs.gov/topics/resilience U.S.
Department of Homeland Security

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)

Brief Description of Services: FEMA helps people before,
during, and after disasters through a range of services
including:

coordinating federal disaster response and recovery
efforts

providing individual and public assistance to disasterl
impacted communities

administering grants (e.g. hazard mitigation,
preparedness, resilience)

mapping flood risk and managing the National Flood
Insurance Program
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Target Audience:

« Individuals, families, and households impacted by
disasters

 Local, state, tribal, and territorial governments

= Nonprofit organizations, businesses, and community
entities

« Emergency managers, planners, and first responders

» Professionals in flood mapping, engineering, insurance,
infrastructure

Region: National

Contact Information: AsklA@fema.dhs.gov

Website: https:/www.fema.gov/

Natural Resources Conservation Service
(NRCS) - Conservation Technical Assistance
(CTA)

Brief Description of Services: Provides voluntary, free
one-on-one technical assistance (advice, planning, design,
conservation practice recommendations) to help farmers,
ranchers, forestland owners, and other land users conserve,
maintain, restore natural resources, and improve the health
of their operations.

Target Audience: Farmers, ranchers, forestland owners,
private landowners, conservation districts, local/state/tribal
governments, non-governmental groups, and others with
interest in natural resource management on non-federal
lands.

Region: National

Contact Information: Kansas State Office | Natural
Resources Conservation Service

Website: Conservation Technical Assistance | Natural
Resources Conservation Service

Higher Education
K-State TAB (Technical Assistance to Brownfields)

Brief Description of Services: \We provide free technical
assistance for communities on all brownfield-related issues
(excluding direct environmental services). Services include
redevelopment planning, strategic visioning, market
analysis, funding identification, grant application reviews
(e.g., EPATABEZ), consultant evaluation, and educational
outreach through workshops and webinars. Additional
services include technical report reviews, solar energy
consulting for brownfields, and urban gardening assistance.
No formal application is required - communities can contact
TAB directly.

\"
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TAB Services include:

« Assistance with identification and inventorying of
brownfields

« Strategic planning and redevelopment visioning

e Market analysis

» Educational workshops and webinars

e Community outreach/engagement

« |dentification of funding sources

» Review of EPA brownfield grant applications

» Help finding and evaluating environmental consultants

= Review of plans and technical reports, fact sheets and
information

« Consulting re solar energy on brownfields

e Assistance re urban gardening

o Liaison between communities and state and federal
agencies

e Other assistance, as needed and agreed upon

Target Audience: Communities, local govts., nonprofit
organizations, grassroots groups, quasi-govt entities, and
tribes

Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Sabine Martin, TAB Partner & State
Coordinator for KS, MO, NE smartin@ctorsolutions.com,
785-340-5333

Website: https://www.ksutab.org/

Kansas Wesleyan University - Community Resilience
Hub (CRH)

Brief Description of Services: The CRH is an educational,
research, and community initiative that promotes
sustainable and equitable food systems, resilience, and
regenerative agriculture. Operating out of Salina, Kansas,

it works to develop resources, training, and advocacy that
support healthier ecosystems, food access, and community
capacity.

CRH Services include:

e Training and education in regenerative organic farming
and sustainable agriculture.

« Support for farmers transitioning to regenerative
practices.

» Research on sustainable agriculture, resilience, food
systems, and community-driven solutions.

» Advocacy, convening dialogues, and public education
on resilience, food security, and environmental literacy.

» Management and support of the Central Kansas
Food Corridor project to expand access to local, fresh
produce in rural areas.

» Hosting events such as civil discourse trainings to
engage communities in resilient practices.
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Target Audience: Farmers (especially those interested
in regenerative practices), community members, public
institutions, students, local leaders, and organizations
focused on food security and sustainability

Region: Primarily Salina and Central Kansas, with influence
statewide and aspirations beyond

Website: https:/www.kwu.edu/crh/
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State Agency
Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT)

Brief Description of Services: KDOT delivers
transportation systems that keep Kansas moving
forward by planning, building, and maintaining
thousands of miles of highways, bridges, and
infrastructure. With a focus on safety, innovation, and
long-term stewardship, KDOT partners with local
communities, businesses, and stakeholders to support
economic growth and improve quality of life. In addition
to maintaining core transportation infrastructure, KDOT
administers a wide range of programs supporting
aviation, multimodal transit, highway safety, broadband
expansion, and economic development.

KDOT Services include:
Planning, construction, and maintenance of
highways, bridges, and transportation infrastructure
Aviation programs, including airportimprovements
and air service development
Local government funding and partnership
opportunities (e.g., Cost Share, Federal Fund
Exchange, City Connecting Link programs)
Economic development initiatives supporting
transportation access and business growth
Multimodal programs (transit, rail, active
transportation, and EV infrastructure)
Highway safety and law enforcement support
programs
Training, education, and workforce development
programs
Contractor, consultant, and permitting resources for
transportation projects
Grant support and partnership opportunities for
communities and businesses

Target Audience: Kansas communities, local
governments, transportation agencies, contractors,
design consultants, businesses, and travelers across the
state.

Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Locations | Kansas Department
Of Transportation

Website: https:/www.ksdot.gov/home

Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) -
Carbon Reduction Program

Brief Description of Services: We administer the
Kansas Transportation Emissions Reduction Program
(TERP), funded through the federal Carbon Reduction
Program (CRP) under the Infrastructure Investment and
Jobs Act (IlJA). The program provides approximately
$12.5M annually (FY 22-26) to reduce transportation-
related carbon emissions through state carbon
reduction strategies and locally implemented projects.
TERP emphasizes safety, innovation, and sustainability
while supporting both urban and rural communities.
Investments are currently being programmed into
KDOT and MPO projects through FY27, though
funding availability beyond 2026 will depend on federal
reauthorization.

Eligible Activities: Public transportation projects,
Transportation Alternatives (bike/ped facilities),
congestion management technologies, alternative

fuel projects (including EV charging), intelligent
transportation systems (ITS), roundabouts, lighting and
traffic signal replacements, and other eligible emission-
reducing strategies.

Technical Assistance Guide | 20

il

uonepodsued



https://www.ksdot.gov/about/contact/locations
https://www.ksdot.gov/about/contact/locations
https://www.ksdot.gov/home

A

TRANSPORTATION

Target Audience: Cities, Counties, Transit Agencies, Tribal
Nations, MPOs, Nonprofits, School/School Districts

Region: Statewide

Service Limitations: Funding allocations are population-
based:

65% to urbanized areas by size (over 200k, 50k-200k,
5k-50k, and under 5k) / 35% flexible statewide funds

Contact Information: Allison L. Smith, Principal
Transportation Planner, allison.smith@ks.gov, 785-296-0341

Website: https:/www.ksdot.gov/

Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) -
Technology Transfer

Brief Description of Services: The Technology Transfer
program provides technology access and training
through the KU Transportation Center (KUTC), KDOT
hosted National Highway institute (NHI) courses and Local
Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) hosted courses. This
includes research assistance via KDOT library, published
Kansas Transportation Research and New-Developments
Program (K-TRAN) and research project reports
administered by KU and KSU.

Target Audience: Cities, Counties, Transit Agencies, Tribal
Nations,

Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Behzadpour, David, Technology
Transfer Engineer, David.Behzadpour@ks.gov, (785) 291-
3847

Website: Technology Transfer | Kansas Department Of
Transportation

Organizations

Economic Lifelines

Brief Description of Services: Economic Lifelines is the
statewide coalition of organizations and community groups
which provides the grassroots support for Comprehensive
Transportation Programs in Kansas. Its members believe
that the economic development and jobs that are
generated by such programs are vital to the stability and
growth of the Kansas economy and that of individual
communities.

Our services include:
» Help shape a consistent message with members to
present to policy makers.

» Transportation Day at the Capitol.

» Educational dinner with freshmen legislators and KDOT
leadership.

Y JkANSAS
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« Virtual member meetings with key policy makers and
stakeholders.

» Coordinate testimony and messaging to legislative
committees.

» Advocate with policy leaders for full/aggressive funding
of transportation.

Target Audience: Community organizations, business
leaders, local governments, transportation stakeholders,
and advocacy groups.

Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Info@economiclifelines.com

Website: https://www.economiclifelines.com/

National Rural Transit Association

Brief Description of Services: National RTAP provides free
technical assistance, training, and transit industry resources
to rural and tribal transit providers. Services include
elearning courses, webinars, toolkits, peer networking, a
resource library, and other technical support.

Target Audience: Rural and tribal transit agencies,
operators, planners, and other professionals working in
non-urban transit settings

Region: Statewide / Nationwide (serves all U.S. states and
tribal areas)

Contact Information: info@nationalrtap.org,
888-589-6821

Website: nationalrtap.or

Federal Agency
The Build America Bureau, Technical Assistance

Brief Description of Services: The Build America Bureau
offers technical assistance to project sponsors at every
stage of transportation project development. This includes
guidance on combining DOT credit instruments, funding
programs, and innovative project delivery approaches.
They also assist with navigating the environmental review
process, and providing project-level support from planning
through implementation.

Target Audience: Project sponsors such as state DOTs,
local governments, transit agencies, infrastructure
developers, and other public sector entities looking to
advance transportation infrastructure projects.

Region: National

Contact Information: BuildAmerica@dot.gov,
202-366-2300

Website: Technical Assistance | Build America
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U.S. Department of Transportation Technical
Assistance and Training

Brief Description of Services: DOT's Traffic Records
Technical Assistance & Training helps states build capacity
in traffic safety data — including crash data collection,
management, analysis, and improving data quality. Services
include:
e Crash Data Improvement Program (CDIP) to assess and
improve crash database quality
e FHWA's Data & Analysis Technical Assistance, to assist
roadway safety data/analysis challenges
* FHWA's Roadway Data Improvement Program (RDIP)
to improve roadway data practices to support safety
decision making
e NHTSA's GO Teams: targeted technical assistance and
training to address discrete traffic records issues in a
state’s system
» Training for state executives and managers on traffic
records systems

Target Audience: State traffic records professionals, state
highway safety offices, crash data system managers, state
agencies tasked with traffic safety and data, and other
public sector entities working on traffic safety data systems.

Region: National

Statewide Contact Information: TrafficRecordsTeam@
dot.gov

Website: Technical Assistance and Training | US
Department of Transportation

FHWA Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP)

Brief Description of Services: The Local Technical
Assistance Program (LTAP), supported by FHWA's

Center for Local Aid Support, provides training, technical
assistance, and technology transfer to local and rural road
agencies. It helps these agencies manage, maintain, and
operate their roadway systems, often through low- or
no-cost resources and localized support.

Target Audience: Local and rural public agencies (e.g.
county road departments, municipal public works, local
transportation agencies) that are responsible for roads,
bridges, and related infrastructure and may have limited
access to technical/training resources.

Region: Statewide
Contact Information: CLAS@dot.gov
Website: FHWA - Center for Local Aid Support - LTAP

Y JkANSAS
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U.S. Department of Transportation, Federal Railroad
Administration

Brief Description: FRA offers training, guidance, and
technical assistance to support the successful planning,
execution, compliance, and oversight of federally-assisted
railroad projects (freight and passenger). The goal is

to help project sponsors and stakeholders ensure that
projects are delivered successfully, provide public benefit,
and comply with federal requirements (environmental,
financial, regulatory). FRA also uses this support as part of
its stewardship role over federal funding of rail projects (i.e.,
ensuring funds are used properly, progress is monitored,
and performance is met).

Target Audience:
* FRA Grant Recipients / Project Sponsors — state DOTs,
transit agencies, local governments, etc.
o Stakeholders & Partners — contractors, consultants,
local/regional planning agencies
» Prospective Applicants — organizations planning to
pursue FRA funding

« Entities Managing Safety / Operations — rail operators,
contractors, and those responsible for safety training
compliance

Contact Information: frapa@dot.gov ; phone: 202-493-
6024

Website: Training & Guidance | FRA

Higher Education

Kansas Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP)

Brief Description of Services: We provide technical,
supervisory, and executive development training for
public works agencies. Our training programs enhance
the knowledge and skills necessary for public works
maintenance, such as Pavement Maintenance, Culverts
and Drainage, Snow and Ice Control, Jobsite Safety, and
Fundamentals of Supervision.

Additional resources include:

 (Small) equipment loan program - traffic counters, retro
reflectometers, speed feedback trailer

» Quarterly and bi-weekly newsletters - articles,
upcoming training, upcoming funding
 Assistance with safety or operational concerns
e Hundreds of resource documents - guidebooks, fact
sheets, tailgate talks, etc.
Target Audience: Counties, Cities, Townships, and Tribes
Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Rebecca Bilderback, LTAP Director,
rbilderback@ku.edu, 785-864-8982

Website: www.ksltap.org
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Kansas Rural Transportation Program (RTAP)

il

Brief Description of Services: The Kansas Rural Transit
Assistance Program (RTAP) supports rural and specialized
transit providers throughout Kansas by delivering training,
technical assistance, and resources to improve mobility.
Services include quarterly newsletters, periodic training
events, a video and publication lending library, and ad hoc
technical support.

Target Audience: Rural and specialized transit agencies in
Kansas (i.e. public, nonprofit, or other small transit providers
in non-urban areas).

Region: Statewide (Kansas)

Contact Information: KU Transportation Center kutc
training@ku.edu (785) 864-5658

Website: Kansas RTAP | University of Kansas Transportation
Center
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State Agency

Kansas Department of Agriculture (KDA)

Brief Description of Services: The Kansas Department
of Agriculture (KDA), primarily through its Division of
Water Resources, offers technical services to support
communities, landowners, and agencies in water
management, hazard mitigation, and infrastructure
safety.

Key services include:

» Water Rights Management - Administering permits,
changes, and compliance for water use under the
Kansas Water Appropriation Act.

Floodplain & Hazard Mitigation Assistance -
Providing mapping, modeling, and planning support;
ordinance development; and FEMA-funded technical
assistance for flood risk reduction.

Dam & Levee Safety - Reviewing and approving
plans, inspecting structures, and enforcing safety
standards to protect life and property.

Engineering & Hydrologic Studies - Conducting
feasibility studies, hydrologic modeling, erosion/
scour analysis, and stream/levee project design.

Data & Modeling Services - Supplying hydrologic,
groundwater, and surface water data; supporting
aquifer studies and water management planning.
FEMA funds for Technical Assistance projects have
come available in recent Cooperating Technical
Partner (CTP) funding cycles.

These projects do not include funding for the
construction of projects, but they can be utilized for
modeling mitigation scenarios for possible projects.
Funding applications can be for grant-related purposes,
ordinance or code support, engineering and analysis,

planning, outreach and education. Kansas communities
can apply for Technical Assistance support through
KDA, though priority will be given where there are
active mapping projects.

Technical Assistance Request Fillable Form

Technical Assistance Fact Sheet

Contact Information: Joanna Rohlf joanna.rohlf@ks.gov
or by phone at 785-221-3809.

Website: Department of Agriculture | Home

Kansas Water Office (KWO)

Brief Description of Services: \We provide technical
assistance funding to eligible applicants for the
development of water and wastewater infrastructure
projects. Services include planning, engineering, and
design, project management, and processing of grant and
loan applications for such water infrastructure projects.

Target Audience: Municipalities and special districts
related to water

Region: Statewide

Scope: HB2302 grant programs will sunset on July 1,
2028, unless additional funding is secured.

Contact Information: Angie Brownrabbit,
Grants Coordinator, Angie.Brownrabbit@ks.gov,
785-296-0689

Website: Kansas State Water Office | Home
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Kansas Department of Health and Environment
(KDHE)

Brief Description of Services: KDHE works to protect and
improve the health and environment of all Kansans. The
agency oversees critical responsibilities such as licensing
hospitals and childcare facilities, monitoring air quality,
regulating waste and landfills, and administering KanCare,
the state’s Medicaid program. KDHE's three divisions

- Public Health, Environment, and Health Care Finance -
collaborate to prevent disease, promote health, ensure
environmental quality, and improve healthcare delivery
across Kansas.

KDHE Services include:
» Licensing and regulation of healthcare and childcare
facilities
= Oversight of the KanCare (Medicaid) program

= Monitoring and protection of air, water, and land
resources

e Environmental remediation and pollution prevention
programs

 Public health assessment, policy development, and
assurance functions

« Disease control, epidemiology, and prevention
programs

» Family health, health promotion, and oral health
initiatives
* Laboratory services through the Kansas Health and
Environmental Labs
» Technical support and resources for community health
systems
Target Audience: Kansas residents, communities,
healthcare providers, local governments, childcare facilities,
environmental partners, nonprofit organizations, and state
agencies
Region: Statewide - All of Kansas
Contact Information: kdhe.info@ks.gov

Website: https://www.kdhe.ks.gov/
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State Associations
Kansas Rural Water Association (KRWA)

Brief Description of Services: We provide technical
assistance, training, and support for water and wastewater
utilities across Kansas. Services are focused on water
conservation planning, utility rate reviews, compliance
assistance, backup operations, GIS mapping, operator
certification, lagoon sludge measurement, smoke testing,
line locating, and other onsite training and technical
support. We also assists utilities with funding options,
program applications (including HB 2302 and SRF), and
ongoing operational challenges.

Target Audience: Water or wastewater utilities - cities,
towns, rural water districts, and sewer improvement districts

Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Lorraine Lowrey, Wastewater
Specialist, Lorraine@krwa.net, 316-617-7063

Additional Contacts Available: https:/krwa.net/about/
board-staff

Website: https:/krwa.net/

Organizations
Kansas Municipal Utilities (KMU)

Brief Description of Services: KMU is a technical
assistance provider under KDHE and EPA's WaterTA
program

KDHE:

 State's Operator-In-Training (OIT) program and on-calll
technical assistance for water utilities

» Workshops/training: certified water/wastewater
operators, boards/councils, asset management,
utility rates/financial planning, and training/technical
assistance for the Kansas Rate Checkup tool

EPA's WaterTA:

 Technical assistance: planning and pre-development of
drinking water and clean water infrastructure projects

» Assistance has included: board/council training, asset
management planning, rate setting assistance, certified
operator training/assistance, SRF loan application
assistance, and engineering support

Target Audience: Publicly owned municipal utility systems
Region: Statewide

Point of Contact: Beth Warren, Water Services Financial
Specialist bwarren@kmunet.org, (316) 214-2432

Website: https://www.kmunet.org
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Midwest Assistance Program, Inc. (MAP) - (Midwest
RCAP)

Brief Description of Services: We assists rural drinking
water and wastewater utilities in finding solutions to
infrastructure needs. The program builds financial,
managerial, and operational capacity for communities and
Tribal Nations across Kansas. Our services and support
focus on:

e Infrastructure Development: Assess funding options
and assist with application processing, engineering
support, facilitate communications between regulatory
& funding agencies, community communications/
support, conduct rate analysis to determine affordability
and practicality.

* Operations & Maintenance: On-site operator training
to obtain or retain certifications, Asset Management
Plan, GIS mapping, updating Sampling Site Plans, Water
Conservation Plans, violation resolution.

« Disaster/Emergency Management/Resiliency: Develop/
update Emergency Response Plans (ERP), conduct
Vulnerability Assessments, education to reduce risk &
mitigate vulnerabilities.

Target Audience: Cities, Counties, Rural Water Districts,
Sewer Improvement Districts, Non-Transient Non-
Community Water Systems, Decentralized Wastewater
Systems, and Private Well Owners (ideal population - less
than 3,000)

Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Shelly Underwood, State Field
Manager, suderwood@map-inc.org, (316) 650-6753

Website: www.map-inc.org

Intake/Referral Process - Preferred method is direct
outreach to KS MAP staff via email or phone. A staff
directory is available on our website listed above.
Communities can reach out directly or referrals are
accepted from congressional representatives, primacy
agencies, funding agencies, stakeholder groups, etc

Environmental Finance Center (EFC) at WSU

Brief Description of Services: We provide technical
assistance to drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater
utilities through one-on-one support, trainings, decision-
supporttools, and resource development.

Training and Assistance Services Include:
» Asset Management: Developing and implementing
asset management plans
» Rates & Finance: Utility rate reviews and updates, capital
improvement planning, budgeting
» Water Workforce Development: Recruitment, retention,
succession planning, internships, salary studies
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» Capacity Development: Technical, financial,
and managerial support for utilities and boards;
communication and public outreach support

» Funding Support: Assistance with SRF applications;
identifying and pursuing other funding sources

» Customized Resources: Development of tailored
trainings, tools, and resources

Target Audience: Public water, wastewater, and
stormwater utilities

JEEV

Region: Statewide (Serving Kansas, lowa, Nebraska,
Missouri, and adjoining Indigenous Nations)

Contact Information: Tonya Bronleewe, Director,
tonya.bronleewe@wichita.edu, 316-978-6638

Website: www.wichita.edu/efc

The Innovation Center

Brief Description of Services:- The Innovation Center
(NWK EICI) provides economic and entrepreneurial support
to rural and small communities in Northwest Kansas. Their
programs include: workforce development, cybersecurity
training, Google-certified career pathways, housing
initiatives, childcare provider support, business services,
and many community resource & referral services.

The Innovation Center also run Connect NWK, which helps
match employers and job-seekers, and they coordinate
regional programs like housing support and childcare
grants.

Target Audience:

« Entrepreneurs, small businesses, and startup ventures in
rural Northwest Kansas

« Community organizations and local governments in the
26-county coverage region

» Residents seeking upskilling / career pathways,
including training and certification programs

» Childcare providers, housing developers, and social
service agencies needing resources or coordination

Region: Northwest Kansas

Statewide Contact Information: office@nwkeici.org,
785-874-5150

Website: Home - Innovation Center
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Federal Agency

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) - Region 7

Brief Description of Services: The Environmental
Protection Agency's Free Water technical assistance
(TA) program provides TA to help communities meet the
goals of the Safe Drinking Water Act and the Clean Water
Act. This TA can address water and wastewater issues in
several ways, including the development of well-planned
infrastructure projects. Services include:

« |dentifying lead pipes for removal

» Enhancing resilience against cybersecurity threats

« |dentifying climate adaptation strategies

 Providing resources for workforce development

» Addressing stormwater challenges

Target Audience: States, Tribes, territories, wastewater/
drinking water/stormwater utilities

Region: Region 7 KS, MO, IANE

Contact Information: Lisa Montgomery montgomery.
lisa@epa.gov 913-551-7252

Website: Water Technical Assistance (WaterTA) | US EPA

USDA Rural Development Water & Waste Disposal
Technical Assistance & Training Grants

Brief Description of Services: This program provides
grants to qualified nonprofit organizations to offer technical
assistance and training in rural areas. The services include:
» Helping communities identify and evaluate solutions
to water and waste problems (e.g. source, storage,
treatment, distribution, collection, disposal)
= Assisting applicants in preparing applications for USDA
water/waste disposal loans and grants
e Providing training and capacity building to improve
management, operation, and maintenance of water and
waste disposal systems in eligible rural areas

Target Audience:

» Nonprofit organizations with experience and capacity to
deliver technical assistance or training (state, regional, or
national level)

e Rural communities (towns of < 10,000 population) and
tribal lands in rural areas seeking to improve water or
waste disposal infrastructure or management

Region: Nationwide

Statewide Contact Information: \Water-RD@usda.gov

Website: https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/
water-environmental-programs/water-waste-disposal-
technical-assistance-training-grants
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Higher Education
University of Kansas - WATER Hub

Brief Description of Services: The WATER Hub is an
ecosystem for water data collection and analysis that
supports informed decision-making for water resource
management across Kansas. Launched through the
National Science Foundation’s Convergence Accelerator
Program (2024-2025), the Hub provides private dashboards
for well owners and irrigators, as well as public dashboards
for state and local agencies. By integrating real-time sensor
data with federal, state, and local datasets, the WATER

Hub enhances the ability of communities, farmers, and
policymakers to sustainably manage water resources,
particularly in areas above the High Plains Aquifer.

WATER Hub Services include:

« Private dashboards for irrigators and city water officials
to monitor well depth and daily water use

» Public dashboards integrating multiple datasets for
state agencies and decision-makers

» Data analysis to support allocation and management of
water resources

» LoRaWAN:-enabled sensor and gateway systems to
collect and transmit water data

» Alignment with the Kansas Water Plan’s four pillars to
address current and future water resource issues

» Expansion planning to broaden sensor coverage across
Kansas Groundwater Management Districts (GMDs) and
develop dashboards for neighboring states (Nebraska,
Missouri, lowa)

Target Audience: Irrigators, well owners, cities with water
rights, state agencies, Groundwater Management Districts,
policymakers, and regional water resource managers

Region: Statewide (with planned expansion into Nebraska,
Missouri, and lowa)

Contact Information: ipsr@ku.edu, 785-864-3701
Website: https://waterhub.ku.edu/
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State Agency

Kansas Department of Commerce - Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Technical
Assistance

Brief Description of Services: The Kansas CDBG
Program offers hands-on support to help communities
prepare competitive applications and manage funded
projects. Services include:
Direct Staff Support - Guidance on program
requirements, eligibility, and application preparation
via email or phone.
Office Hours & Webinars - Scheduled virtual sessions
to answer questions and walk through application
processes.
Regional Learning Events - In-person workshops
across Kansas providing training on eligible projects
and best practices.
Grant Professional Connections - Tools to help
communities find experienced grant writers and
administrators.

Website: Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Program - Kansas Department of Commerce

Kansas Department of Commerce - Arts
Commission (KAC)

Brief Description of Services: The Kansas Arts
Commission (KAC) is dedicated to promoting,
supporting and expanding Kansas' creative industries
and enriching communities through arts and culture.

We offer a range of programs and services to support
cultural programming across Kansas and enhance the

role the arts play in all levels of education, community
service, workforce development and quality of life in our
state.

Contact Information: the KAC via email at arts@ks.gov

Website: Kansas Arts Commission - Kansas Department
of Commerce

Kansas Department of Commerce - Community
Empowerment

Brief Description of Services: The Kansas Community
Empowerment Program supports volunteer-led efforts
to revitalize, inspire, strengthen, and elevate communities
across Kansas. Backed by the Kansas Department of
Commerce, this program provides tools, training, and
funding that help local leaders turn great ideas into
lasting impact. Whether it's downtown beautification,
civic engagement, or leadership development, we're
here to help your community move from intention to
action—and from action to transformation.

Contact Information: Sara Bloom, Quality Places
Manager via email at Sara.Bloom@ks.gov or by phone at

785) 506-9278

Website: Kansas Community Empowerment - Kansas
Department of Commerce
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Kansas Department of Commerce - Office of Rural
Prosperity

Brief Description of Services: ORP champions rural
Kansas by advocating for policy reforms, identifying
resources, and coordinating programs that address

rural challenges. Established in 2019, it works with rural
stakeholders to elevate priorities, reduce barriers, and
deliver targeted support that fosters long-term prosperity in
small towns and rural regions.

ORP Services include:
 Leadership in rural policy development and barrier
removal
¢ Stakeholder engagement through statewide listening
sessions
 Capacity-building and training via the Rural Champions
network

 Creation and management of Rural Opportunity Zones
(ROZ) offering incentives for new full-time residents in
rural counties

¢ Administration of multiple grant programs for rural
communities, including:

» SEED Grants (Support for Entrepreneurship and
Economic Development)

» Towns Grant (for community improvement projects)

» Rural Health and Prosperity Grants

» Kansas Murals Program (arts-based community
enhancements)

e Assisting rural communities with broadband, housing,
childcare, infrastructure, and community development
planning

¢ Providing a Community Assessment Toolkit to help
communities identify and address local needs

Target Audience: Rural communities, towns, local
governments, community organizations, rural economic
stakeholders, and rural residents

Region: Statewide (with focus on Kansas' rural areas)

Contact Information: Kelli Hansen, Grassroots Strategy
Developer, Kelli.Hansen@ks.gov, (785)230-9857

Website: Office Of Rural Prosperity - Kansas Department of
Commerce

Kansas Department of Commerce - Quality Places
Division

Brief Description of Services: Established in FY24
through an agency realignment, the Quality Places Division
works to strengthen Kansas communities by enhancing
quality of life, fostering economic vitality, and creating
vibrant, sustainable environments. The division oversees
major community development initiatives and programs,
including broadband, housing, childcare, placemaking, and
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downtown revitalization, while also administering funding
and tax credit programs. Its mission is to help communities
leverage existing assets and invest in infrastructure

and amenities that attract residents, retain talent, and
encourage business growth.

Quality Places Division Services include:

¢ Administration of the Community Service Program and
Individual Development Account Tax Credits

 Support for Kansas Community Empowerment
initiatives and the Community Impact Tour

 Placemaking and childcare-focused development
programs

e Technical Assistance for Placemaking Strategies (TAPS)

« Promotion of projects that improve aesthetics,
connectivity, livability, and economic vitality

e Support for infrastructure and community investments
that drive long-term economic growth

Target Audience: Local governments, rural and urban
communities, community development organizations,
businesses, nonprofits, and residents seeking to enhance
quality of life

Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Miranda Carpenter, Quality Places
Specialist, Miranda.Carpenter@ks.gov, (785)940-0626

Kansas Department of Commerce - Housing
Resources

Brief Description of Services: The Housing Resources office
works to expand access to affordable, safe, and quality housing
across Kansas. It partners with communities, developers,
nonprofits, and lenders to support housing development,
rehabilitation, and homeownership opportunities.

Housing Resources Services include:

» Developer incentives and financing programs (LIHTC,
Historic Rehabilitation Tax Credits, Housing Investor Tax
Credit, RHID, SHOVL, Housing Revolving Loan Fund)

«  Community programs such as Community
Development Block Grants (CDBG) for housing rehab
and neighborhood improvements, and the Moderate-
Income Housing (MIH) program

» Homebuyer and renter assistance, including down-
payment support, loan guarantees, rental assistance,
and utility deposit help

» Weatherization and energy efficiency upgrades for low-
income households

¢ Housing Assessment Tool (HAT) to help communities
evaluate housing needs and investment priorities

Target Audience: Housing developers, local governments,
nonprofit housing providers, lenders, and individuals
(homebuyers, renters, and low- to moderate-income
households)
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Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Kerri Falletti, Grassroots Strategy
Developer, Kerri.Falletti@ks.gov, (785)207-2506

Website: Department of Commerce Housing Resources -
Kansas Department of Commerce

Kansas Department of Commerce - Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program

Brief Description of Services: Administering federal CDBG
funds, Kansas helps communities invest in infrastructure,
housing, economic development, and public services in low-
to moderate-income areas. The program is flexible in scope,
allowing local governments to select eligible project types
that address local needs and improve quality of life.

CDBG Services include:

e Community Facilities & Services grants (large and small
projects, “Blueprint to Build”)

« Water & Sewer Infrastructure and Regional Water
Implementation grants

¢ Economic Development and Commercial Rehabilitation
grants/loans (gap financing, fixed assets, infrastructure)

¢ Housing Rehabilitation, demolition, removal of
architectural barriers, and neighborhood development

 Youth Job Training / Public Service projects

e Urgent Need/ Disaster Response grants

 Rolling application process with reduced matching
requirements (10-20%) for many project categories

 Pre-application screening to determine project
eligibility and readiness

Target Audience: Cities and counties (especially smaller

or rural jurisdictions), community development agencies,
nonprofits, and local governments seeking to fund public
works, infrastructure, housing, and public service projectsin
low- and moderate-income areas

Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Andrew Hayman, CDBG Director,
Andrew.Hayman@ks.gov, (785)480-8151

Website: Community Development Block Grant (CDBG)
Program - Kansas Department of Commerce

Kansas Department of Commerce - Business
Development

Brief Description of Services: The In-State Business
Development team supports business growth and
expansion by providing financial incentives, workforce
training, trade assistance, and site development resources.
Its programs are designed to strengthen the Kansas
economy by encouraging investment, creating and
retaining jobs, and helping businesses compete globally.
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Business Services & Incentives include:

¢ High Performance Incentive Program (HPIP): Tax credits
for capital investment and above-average wage jobs

+ Promoting Employment Across Kansas (PEAK): Allows
qualifying businesses to retain payroll withholding taxes
from new jobs

 Kansas Industrial Training/Retraining Programs:
Customized training support for new or expanding
businesses

e Export & Trade Assistance Programs: Marketing, trade
show support, and export expansion services

« Site & Infrastructure Development: Assistance with
site selection, infrastructure support, and project
development

 Tax Credits, Exemptions, and Financing Tools: Including
sales tax exemptions, property tax incentives, Industrial
Revenue Bonds (IRBs), and other financing options

Target Audience: New and expanding businesses,
manufacturers, exporters, site developers, investors, and
workforce training partners

Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Tayton Majors, Regional Director,
KC Metro, In-State Business Development, Tayton.Majors@
ks.gov, (785) 559-1510

Website: In-State Business Development - Kansas
Department of Commerce

Kansas Economic Development Alliance (KEDA)

Brief Description of Services -The Kansas Economic
Development Alliance (KEDA) is a statewide, non-

profit organization focused on economic growth and
development in Kansas. KEDA aims to expand Kansas's
economy, through united legislative advocacy and
providing educational opportunities for those practicing
economic development in Kansas.

KEDA provides members with professional development
resources and networking opportunities, in addition to
legislative advocacy. With more than 150 members, KEDA
represents about 100 entities including cities, counties,
regional economic development groups, and industry
partners. The local organizations combine to represent
more than 80% of the state’s population. Every day, KEDA
members work in their communities to improve the state’s
economic future.

Region: Statewide

Website: The Kansas Economic Development Alliance |
Working to improve the economic future of communities
across Kansas
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Network Kansas

Brief Description of Services: Network Kansas' TA
program helps Kansas entrepreneurs and small business
owners access essential professional services by offering
financial support. Whether you're starting a new business,
expanding operations, or facing organizational challenges,
this program supplies key resources—especially in legal,
accounting, and financial advisory areas—that are critical for
long-term success.

Target Audience:

e Entrepreneurs and small business owners in Kansas
—whether they are starting, expanding, or navigating
operational challenges.

¢ Individuals or businesses needing supportin legal,
accounting, or financial advisory services, especially
those wanting to outsource or strengthen these
functions.

 Businesses already engaged with or interested in
participating in Network Kansas programs—current,
past, or prospective participants.

 Local Entrepreneur Support Organizations (ESOs) that
might host cohort programming and partner with the
TA program to bring educational services to groups of
entrepreneurs.

Contact Information: info@networkkansas.com

Website: Technical Assistance - Network Kansas

Northwest Kansas Economic Innovation Center

Brief Description of Services: The Innovation Center
provides economic and entrepreneurial assistance to
businesses in rural Northwest Kansas. The private operating
foundation serves 26 counties in the region with a variety of
programs.

By working with existing businesses or entrepreneurs
throughout the coverage area with targeted programs,
Innovation Center strives to reverse the outflow of people
and businesses from Northwest Kansas. Through its
current and future initiatives that extend resources to these
businesses and entrepreneurs, Innovation Center hopes to
increase population and to foster economic innovation in
Northwest Kansas.

» Workforce Development & Training: Fully funded online
programs in Cybersecurity, Data Analytics, IT Support,
and Project Management for high school students
and local residents. Training and certification costs are
covered; no prior tech experience required.

¢ Childcare Support: No-cost technical assistance
for licensed childcare providers, including access
to consultants, agreements, and eligible expense
documentation.

e Housing Assistance: Resources for affordable housing,
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including rental assistance programs and listings of
available units.

 Business & Entrepreneurial Support: Guidance for
entrepreneurs and small businesses on product
development, advanced technology implementation,
and workforce education, in partnership with Kansas
State University and other organizations.

Region: 26-county region located in Northwest Kansas

Website: nwkeici.org

Kansas Health Foundation

Brief Description of Services: \We are an organization full
of dedicated individuals who work every day to improve
health in the state of Kansas. We dream big, promote

bold visions and truly believe that it's possible for Kansas
to someday lead the nation in health. However, it's only
possible with a broad network of effective partnerships
across the state. We work closely with other health
foundations, nonprofit groups, community foundations,
state agencies, universities, hospitals, communities and
advisory groups to develop programs and initiatives and to
find answers to complex health issues.

1. Health in All Policies (HiAP)

« Help agencies and organizations integrate health into
policies and programs.

« Supportincludes forming HiAP teams, creating
curricula, and developing policies.
2. Health Policy Education & Capacity Building
 Customized training and skill-building in health policy,
research, evaluation, and quality improvement.
3. Grant Writing Assistance
» Helps Kansas nonprofits strengthen proposals and
connect with funding opportunities.

4. Healthy Food Access Support (KHFI Predevelopment
TA)
 Guidance and grants for projects improving healthy
food access in underserved communities.

5. Building Power & Equity Partnership (BPEP)

¢ Technical and financial support for small or emerging
organizations working on health and racial equity
initiatives.

Website: kansashealth.org

Sunflower Foundation

Brief Description of Services: The Sunflower Foundation
is a statewide health philanthropy with a mission to serve as
a catalyst for improving the health of all Kansans. We believe
that a thriving, sustainable nonprofit sector contributes
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to healthy communities and are committed to investing

in mission-aligned nonprofits through grants, education,
advocacy, collaborative learning, and capacity building.
Our overall mission is to strengthen Kansas nonprofits to
improve community health, engagement, and well-being.

Our grant strategies and initiatives engage, empower, and
educate Kansans who are working to create healthier, more
welcoming communities. Our services include:

 Capacity Building Grants: Up to $25,000 to strengthen
nonprofit operations, focusing on health, housing,
community safety, and education.

¢ Learning & Training: Workshops and Learning
Collaboratives on fundraising, board development, and
data use to help nonprofits grow and network.

* Integrated Care Support: Yearlong programs for health
centers to implement integrated primary and behavioral
health care models.

+ Grants Management Assistance: Help with using the
Fluxx system for applications, reporting, and document
uploads.

¢ Trail Development Support: “Trail in a Box" program
offering guidance, training, and volunteer support for
building and maintaining community trails.

« Food is Medicine Initiative: Assistance for clinics
creating programs that provide medically tailored food
and nutrition education to patients.

Website: https://sunflowerfoundation.org/

State Associations

American Council of Engineering Companies of
Kansas (ACEC)

Brief Description of Services: The American Council

of Engineering Companies of Kansas (ACEC of Kansas)

is the trade association representing private consulting
engineering firms doing work in the State of Kansas. ACEC
of Kansas serves the needs of those firms and is dedicated
to the promotion and development of the highest
standards of professional competence and ethics.

Target Audience: Private consulting/engineering firms in
Kansas - serve for-profit small businesses and individual
entrepreneurs attempting to start a small business.

Region: Statewide
Contact Information: info@acecks.org, 785-357-1824

Website: https://www.acecks.org/
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Kansas Association of Counties

Brief Description of Services: The Kansas Association of
Counties is a quasi-public, membership association which
seeks to advance the public interest by promoting effective,
responsive county government in Kansas. Founded in
1975, as an instrumentality of its member counties, the
Association serves county governments through:

¢ Legislative representation

¢ Technical assistance

¢ Leadership

« Professional education

Website: Kansas Association of Counties

Kansas State - Kansas Health Food Initiative (KHFI)

Brief Description of Services: KHF! is a public-private
partnership designed to improve access to affordable,
healthy food in low-resource and underserved communities
across Kansas. Established in 2017 with funding from the
Kansas Health Foundation, KHFI provides loans, grants, and
technical assistance to support new or existing healthy food
retail outlets. By helping grocery stores, farmers’ markets,
and food distributors expand and sustain operations, KHFI
strengthens both community health and local economic
development.

KHFI Services include:

 Loan financing for healthy food retail projects in
underserved communities

e Predevelopment grants to support planning and project
readiness

o Technical assistance for food retailers and stakeholders,
including:
» Business development resources
» Point-of-sale and technology options
» Wholesale distribution contacts
» Produce and food safety information
» Funding options and resource navigation
» Connections to statewide stakeholders and initiatives

 Support for a variety of projects, including grocery
stores, farmers’ markets, food distribution, and
innovative food access solutions

Target Audience: Grocery retailers, food entrepreneurs,
farmers’ markets, community organizations, local
governments, and other stakeholders addressing food
access challenges.

Region: Statewide
Contact Information: khfi@ksu.edu

Website: https://kansashealthyfood.org/
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League of Kansas Municipalities (LKM)

Brief Description of Services: The League shares grant
resources/technical assistance to our members through
the League website, Kansas Government Journal articles
(League’s magazine), weekly e-newsletter articles, Listserv
posts and informational webinars.

LKM Members are supported through:

» Guidance: Providing access to publications, newsletters,
email alerts, and guidance on policy changes,
compliance, and administrative issues.

» Advocacy: Serving as a unified voice for local
governments.

¢ Training: Offering educational resources
including Municipal Training Institute, conferences,
webinars, and workshops tailored for both elected
officials and municipal staff.

e Research: Providing cities with analysis of data and
information relevant towards cities’ operations.

Target Audience: Kansas cities and municipalities
Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Wendi Stark, Legislative Liaison,
wstark@lkm.org, 785.354.9565

Website: www.lkm.org

University of Kansas - Center for Community Health
and Development (CCHD)

Brief Description of Services - Based at the University of
Kansas, the Center for Community Health and Development
supports community health and development through
collaborative research, evaluation, teaching, training, and
technical assistance. Since 1975, the Center has advanced
the science and practice of community-based participatory
research and capacity building. Itis home to widely used
resources such as the Community Tool Box and Community
Check Box and was designated in 2004 as a World Health
Organization Collaborating Centre for Community Health
and Development.

CCHD Services include:

« Community-based research and evaluation to support
evidence-driven action

« Capacity building and technical support for
communities, organizations, and funders

e Development and dissemination of tools such as the
Community Tool Box and Community Check Box

 Training and consultation for leaders, coalitions, and
practitioners in health and development work

¢ Support for community assessment, strategic/action
planning, and accountability systems

¢ Online curriculum and resources to strengthen skills for
collaborative action
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Primary Focus Areas:
«  Community and public health (e.g., nutrition, physical
activity, violence prevention, reducing health disparities)

¢ Child and youth health and development (e.g., obesity
prevention, substance abuse prevention, infant
mortality reduction, youth development)

e Community and capacity development (e.g., leadership
training, technical support for collaborative action,
neighborhood development)

Target Audience: Community coalitions, nonprofits, local
governments, public health agencies, funders, educators,
and grassroots organizations

Region: Statewide

Contact Information: communityhealth@ku.edu, 758-864-
0533

Website:- https:/communityhealth.ku.edu/about-center

Organizations

Environmental Protection Network (EPN)

Brief Description: EPN is a nonprofit network of over 650
former U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) career
staff and political appointees. EPN’s mission is to support
communities, non-profits, and under-resourced state, local,
and Tribal agencies—especially those disproportionately
impacted by environmental/health issues—by providing
pro bono (free) capacity-building, technical assistance,
and policy engagement. Support can include navigation
of regulatory and grant processes, grant and funding
opportunity guidance, interactive sessions for learning
and sharing information, 1:1 support and a free capacity
building TA program.

Target Audience: Communities; non-profit organizations;
and under-resourced state, local, and tribal government
agencies. EPN is a national organization, with local and
regional staff. We can work statewide.

Service Limitations:

e EPN's volunteers do not represent communities
or nonprofits in public-facing legal or regulatory
proceedings (e.g. before regulators or in courts) as
experts.

e They don't accept compensation for their volunteer
work. It's pro bono.

e While they help with advice, pre-application support,
interpreting data, etc., they don't guarantee outcomes
of grants or regulatory decisions. Groups must
independently assess and act on the assistance
provided.
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Contact Information: Rayan Makarem, community
outreach associate for Region 7, rayan.makarem@
environmentalprotectionnetwork.org

Website: Environmental Protection Network

Flint Hills Regional Council

Brief Description of Services: \We provide grant writing,
planning support, and technical assistance across a

range of programs, including Economic Development,
Brownfield programs, the EPA Cleanup Revolving Loan
Fund, DOD/OLDCC Defense Communities Assistance, and
Entrepreneurship Programs.

Target Audience: Flint Hills Economic Development
District: Riley, Geary, Pottawatomie, Wabaunsee, Morris,
Chase, Lyon counties

Region: NE Central Kansas: 24 members, 7 Counties, 22
communities

Service Limitations: Efforts are limited by funding and staff
capacity

Contact Information: Janna Williams, Regional Planner,
Jwilliams@flinthillsregion.org, 405-612-4062

Website: https:/flinthillsregion.org

Mid-America Regional Council (MARC)

Brief Description of Services: \We are an association

of local governments and a Metropolitan Planning
Organization serving the Kansas City region. Services
include grant writing and management for small cities,
cooperative purchasing, IT and building inspection services,
transportation planning and traffic coordination, housing
and economic development planning, GIS mapping and
data analytics, emergency services coordination and
training, and environmental planning (including climate,
greenways and trails, solid waste and recycling, air quality,
and water quality).

Target Audience: Cities, Counties, Nonprofit organizations,
School Districts)

Region: 9-County Kansas City region (including 4 Kansas
counties); some services extend statewide in both Kansas
and Missouri

Contact Information: Marlene Nagel, Director, Office of
Resource Development, mnagel@marc.org, 816-805-6825

Website: www.marc.org / info@marc.org
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North Central Regional Planning Commission
(NCRPC)

Brief Description of Services: \We provide multiple
services to our core planning area (12 counties) in North
Central Kansas in addition to contracted adminjstration

of various programs for state agencies and non-profits
across Kansas. Services are focused on Housing; Business
Finance; Community/Economic Development Grant/Loan
Research, Proposal Preparation and Project Management;
Program Management for other agencies (Weatherization,
Homeland Security, Housing Initiatives)

Target Audience: 12 member counties; 83 member cities;
non-profits and state agencies

Region: Our primary service area is North Central Kansas
(Clay, Cloud, Ottawa, Lincoln, Mitchell, Marshall, Dickinson,
Saline, Jewell, Repubilic, Ellsworth, Washington), but several
programs serve a larger footprint

Service Limitations: None other than capacity and skill set
(primary obligation is to our members)

Contact Information: Deb Ohlde, Executive Director,
executivedirector@ncrpc.org, 785-738-2218

Website: https://www.ncrpc.org/

Northwest Kansas Planning and Development
Commission (NWKPDC)

Brief Description of Services: The Northwest Kansas
Planning & Development Commission (NWKP&DC) offers
comprehensive technical assistance to communities and
businesses across 18 counties in northwest Kansas. Their
services encompass grant writing and administration,
including the Small Cities Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) program, housing development, and
infrastructure project support. NWKP&DC also provides
assistance with environmental reviews, project feasibility
studies, and compliance with state and federal regulations.
 Pioneer Country Development, Inc. (PCDI), a Certified
Development Company (CDC), specializes in business
financing and economic development. PCDI assists
entrepreneurs and small businesses, USDA Rural
Development loans, NetWork Kansas and local
revolving loan funds. They also offer guidance on
accessing tax credits, grants, and other financial
resources to support business growth and job creation.

Overview: The Northwest Kansas Planning &
Development Commission (NWKP&DC) is a regional
planning and economic development organization serving
the 18 counties of Northwest Kansas. It provides technical
assistance, grant writing, housing development and
rehabilitation support, revolving loan fund administration,
and community development services. The Commission
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also supports Pioneer Country Development, Inc. (PCDI) in
its mission to promote economic growth in the region.

Contact Information: Deb Minkler, Executive Director (785)
421-2151 or CP (785) 4701271

Email: nwkpdcdeb@outlook.com

Website: https:/nwkpdc.com

South Central Kansas Economic Development District
(SCKEDD)

Brief Description of Services: We are dedicated to
strengthening South Central Kansas by connecting people,
businesses, and communities with the resources they need
to grow and prosper. From helping homeowners improve
household energy efficiency to assisting entrepreneurs in
securing funding and supporting community leaders in
infrastructure development, we're committed to driving
progress and creating opportunities every step of the way.
Our mission is to improve and enhance the economic
vitality, community infrastructure, and housing quality within
our region.

Services include:

Business Support

« Access to capital - Business financing through SCKEDD
for various SBA, EDA, and USDA federal loan programs
such as the SBA 504 and SBA Microloan programs

 Business planning, marketing, and management
guidance

» Bookkeeping and financial record support

Community & Grant Support
» Grantwriting and administration (federal, state, local)
« Feasibility and benefit-cost analysis for projects
» Advisory services for community development and
infrastructure
Weatherization & Energy Efficiency
» Home energy audits and safety assessments

e Energy-saving improvements (insulation,
weatherstripping, appliance upgrades)

» Resurgence program: revitalizing vacant properties for
affordable housing

Website: www.sckedd.org

Southeast Regional Planning Commission (SEKRPC)

Brief Description of Services: \We support building and
business owners, companies, and government entities

by providing professional development, planning, and
management services. We also administer funding
programs and projects aimed at community improvement
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and economic development, fostering stronger, more
resilient communities across the region.

Target Audience: Member Counties, Cities, and Businesses

Region: Southeast Kansas (Coffey, Anderson, Linn,
Bourbon, Allen, Woodson, Wilson, Neosho, Crawford,
Cherokee, Labette, Montgomery)

Service Limitations: Our focus is on the 12 counties
and communities within them. Exceptions may be
made, with Executive Committee approval, for counties
and communities not in an EDA-recognized Economic
Development District.

Contact Information: Carey Spoon, Executive Director,
director@sekrpc.org, 620-431-0080

Website: www.sekrpc.org

Great Plains Development, Inc.

Brief Description of Services: Great Plains Development,
Inc. (GPDI) is a designated federal Economic Development
District (EDD) by the Economic Development Administration
(EDA). Great Plains Development works to foster economic
development throughout the 28 counties of Southwest
Kansas by providing a plethora of public and technical
services including municipal grant administration, and
statewide commercial lending

Target Audience: The 28 counties of Southwest Kansas
(Greeley, east to Barton, and everything south to the
Oklahoma border. In addition to the 28-counties, we also
serve individual municipalities, small businesses, non-profits,
and individuals looking for assistance in business or other
economic development pursuits.

Region: Serving the counties above is our priority. However,
we also assist in packaging loan applications for different
funds through NetWork Kansas and, upon request, can
complete grant administration in other regions of Kansas.
GPDI also works statewide with KARDO and KACDC to help
bolster statewide economic pursuits in conjunction with the
Kansas Department of Commerce.

Contact Information: Hannah Sparks, Associate Director,
hsparks@gpdionline.com, 620-227-6406

Website: https:/gpdionline.com/

Thrive Allen County

Brief Description of Services: We provide free grant
writing technical assistance services to nonprofit and
governmental entities within Allen County. Our organization
also offers grant writing assistance to nonprofits and
governmental entities outside of Allen County, as well as for-
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profit businesses located in Allen County, for a nominal fee
based on grant complexity and staff availability.

Target Audience: Counties, Cities, Nonprofits, Schools,
and Businesses

Region: Primarily Allen County and Southeast Kansas, with
work extending statewide

Contact Information: Jessica Thompson, Deputy Director,
(785) 241-3372, Jessica@thriveallencounty.org

Website: https://thriveallencounty.org/

Western Kansas Rural Economic Development
Alliance (WKREDA)

Brief Description of Services: WKREDA is a coalition of
people in 55 western Kansas counties who've decided
to pool their resources, both human and financial, to
work together for the common good of western Kansas.
Originally formed as a grassroots organization in 1994,
WKREDA's members maintain a collaborative affiliation
with each other so that we are able to achieve both our
individual, and our collective, rural development goals.

As a volunteer organization, WKREDA is governed by a
12-member Board of Directors who meet quarterly to
coordinate the activities of the alliance. Along with the
various committees of the organization, ad hoc task force
groups are created as needed to meet the opportunities
and challenges faced by WKREDA's membership.

The WKREDA membership is made up of: Individuals,
Local Economic Development Groups (LEDO's), Chambers
of Commerce, City and County Governments, Certified
Development Companies, Private Businesses, Small
Business Development Centers, Public Utilities, State
Departments, Educational Institutions.

Services include:

¢ Educational Opportunity - WKREDA's Professional
Development Committee organizes and provides high
quality, relevant and current educational topics for the
membership through the quarterly conferences.

» Topics recently covered include: New Market Tax
Credits, Rural Healthcare, Diversity Engagement,
Corporate Farming, Water Sources and Regulation,
Effective Communications, Internet Workshops,
Business Finance, Conflict Management, Lobbying
101, Marketing Your Community, Tax Abatements,
Telecommunications Recruiting, Trade Show Training,
Web Page Design, E-Commerce Opportunities.

¢ Legislative Advocacy - The Legislative Committee
provides the membership with up-to-date information
on legislative activity throughout the year and
coordinates advocacy and representation on behalf of
the membership where appropriate.

« Networking Opportunities - With a diverse
membership, WKREDA encourages networking and
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communication within the organization. This inspires
the fostering of collaborative efforts and strengthens
project resources.

¢ Internet Listserv - All members have access to this
communication portal that allows for inter-network
discussion, questioning and fact-finding.

¢ Mentoring Among Members - WKREDA provides a
solid foundation for those who are new to Economic
Development employment in western Kansas.
Mentorship with “seasoned” professionals allows for a
quicker orientation and ultimately, a stronger region.

 Trade Missions & Conferences - WKREDA has
represented the western Kansas region at many Trade
Missions and Conferences.

Region: Includes the 55 counties in western Kansas

Website: \Western Kansas Rural Economic Development
Association

Federal Agency

U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) - Wichita
District Office

Brief Description of Services: The U.S. Small Business
Administration (SBA) helps Americans start, grow, and
build resilient businesses. SBA was created in 1953 as an
independent agency of the federal government to aid,
counsel, assist and protect the interests of small business
concerns; preserve free competitive enterprise; and

maintain and strengthen the overall economy of our nation.
The SBA has district offices in every State and U.S. Territory.

The State of Kansas is served by the Wichita District Office
and the Kansas City District Office. The SBA also reviews
Congressional legislation and testifies on behalf of small
businesses. It assesses the impact of regulatory burden on
small businesses.

What the SBA does:

 Access to Capital: SBA provides an array of financing
for small businesses through its national network of
banks, credit unions, and CDFl's. Options range from
the smallest needs in microlending to debt and equity
investment capital.

o Entrepreneurial Development: SBA provides free
counseling and low-cost training to new entrepreneurs
and existing small businesses. Services are available in
more 1,800 locations, nationwide

» Government Contracting Assistance: SBA sets goals
with other federal departments and agencies to award
23% in prime contract dollars to small businesses.

» Advocacy: SBA reviews Congressional legislation and
testifies on behalf of small businesses. It assesses the
impact of regulatory burden on small businesses. The
SBA also has an Office of the National Ombudsman
that helps small businesses navigate and resolve issues
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with federal regulations. Find out about small business
compliance guidelines, SBREFA and our non-retaliation
policy:
Target Audience: Individual entrepreneurs seeking to
start a small (for-profit) business, and business executives
seeking to grow their business venture or recover from a
declared disaster.

Region: The Wichita District Office serves all Central and
Western Kansas (all territory West of Topeka). The Kansas
City District Office serves the Eastern third of Kansas,
including the KC metro area.

Service Limitations: We serve for-profit small businesses
and individual entrepreneurs attempting to start a small
business.

Contact Information: Michael Aumack, Economic
Development Specialist & Public Info. Officer, michael.
aumack@sba.gov, 316-269-6275

Website: https:/www.sba.gov/district/wichita

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

Brief Description of Services: Technical Service Providers
are certified third-parties (individuals, businesses, tribes,
nonprofits, public agencies) who do work on behalf of
agricultural producers to help them plan, design, and carry
out conservation practices.

The TSP program offers:

» Conservation Planning: Helping landowners define
natural resource goals and developing plans to address
things like soil health, water quality, nutrient & pest
management, forestry, grazing, etc.

» Design & Implementation: Designing specific
conservation practices (e.g. erosion control, water
diversion, terraces, wetlands, etc.) and assisting with
putting them in place.

¢ Implementation of Conservation Practices: Once
designed, helping with the actual on-the-ground
work. This might include engineering aspects or more
technical construction or restoration practices.

» Monitoring & Evaluation / Conservation Evaluation
Measuring outcomes, ensuring the work meets NRCS
standards, and verifying that the practice was properly
implemented.

Target Audience / Eligibility: Agricultural producers
(farmers, ranchers, forest landowners) who are participating
in certain NRCS conservation programs may hire a TSP—
typically once a contract is obligated.

Contact Information: Miguel Oliveras, Miguel.oliveras@
usda.gov, (870)209-0089

Website: Technical Service Providers | Natural Resources
Conservation Service
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Higher Education

K-State University - All Things Kansas

Brief Description of Services: All Things Kansas offers
tools, data, and support to help communities, organizations,
and decision-makers in Kansas make informed choices.

Key services include:

¢ Interactive mapping tools: Users can work with more
than 30,000 data layers drawn from 120+ state and
national sources to visualize geographic information and
trends across Kansas counties.

» Custom reports and dashboards: The platform enables
users to generate county-level reports (e.g. economic
development, health indicators, housing, infrastructure)
that help with comparison and benchmarking.

« "Build Your Business” modules: Sections like “Build
Your Business in Kansas” and “Build Your Food Business
in Kansas” help users explore data and insights relevant
to starting or scaling in certain sectors.

 Support/ help resources: They offer “Map Room
Support” and “Report Support” to guide users in using
the tools effectively.

« Demonstrations / outreach: They invite communities
to schedule demonstrations and solicit user feedback,

indicating a service role in training and capacity
building.

Contact Information: ecodevo@k-state.edu
(785)532-6221

Website: All Things Kansas | Kansas State University

K-State University - Research & Extension

Brief Description of Services: K-State Research &
Extension’s Community Vitality team helps Kansas
communities and organizations build stronger grant-writing
capacity and access funding through a range of support
services, including:

 Grant Writing Basics*: Introductory online workshops
covering basics like creating budgets, writing narratives,
and identifying grant sources. 6 hours of grant writing
training, in-person or online. In-person training courses
are scheduled around the state, and we respond to
requests. $60

 Professional development: Programs for more
advanced learners, like an eight-week intensive course
on grant development and post-award management.
(An 8-week course to help you complete a fundable
proposal. $250)

« Microcredentials: Learners who complete tasks like a
logic model, grant budget, and budget narrative earn
credentials.

 Grantresearch, proposal feedback, and coaching:
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Assistance finding suitable grants, reviewing proposals,
and connecting with grant writing experts. Individual
Support: Grant Searches, grant review

A list of contract grant writers, referral to the
Department of Commerce Grant Writers

Facilitation: We have a team of trained facilitators who
can help your organization determine priorities and
strategies.

Target Audience: Counties, Cities, Nonprofits, Schools,
Businesses

Region: Statewide

Contact Information: ksrecv@ksu.edu or Nancy Daniels
nkdaniels@ksu.edu

Website: Grant Support Services | Kansas State

Wichita State University (WSU) - Elevate Kansas

Brief Description of Services: Elevate Kansas provides
statewide support for community health coalitions through
arange of services designed to strengthen collaboration
and impact. This includes Coordination and recruitment of
training, networking, and coalition building opportunities
through virtual learning series, in-person events, and casual
connections.

Target Audience: Community Health Coalitions
Region: Statewide

Contact Information: Destany Wheeler, Program
Specialist, destany.wheeler@wichita.edu, 620-288-0382

Website: Elevate Kansas - Uniting Coalitions to Advance
Health
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